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Sunday, May 23rd, is Pentecost Sunday.  In the book of Acts, we 

read the story of the original Pentecost (Acts 2). Jews from all over 

were gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate the Jewish feast. On that 

Sunday, ten days after our Lord's Ascension, the disciples were 

gathered in the Upper Room, where they had seen Christ after His 

Resurrection: 
 

Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from 

heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They 

saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to 

rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 

and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.   

[Acts 2:2-4] 
 

Christ promised His disciples that He would sent His Holy Spirit, 

and, on Pentecost, they were granted the gifts of the Spirit. They 

began to preach the Gospel in all of the languages that the Jews 

who were gathered there spoke, and about 3,000 people were    

converted and baptized that day. 
 

That is why Pentecost is often called "the birthday of the Church." 

On this day, with the descent of the Holy Spirit, Christ's mission is 

completed.  The work of His Church has begun. 
 

We jump ahead almost 2,000 years to Pentecost in 2010.  Interest-

ingly enough, it was Pentecost Sunday, June 1, 1909, when the 

Orenco Church was born.  It was on that date that our Lord began 

to use His church in Orenco to further the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

For over 100 years now, the people of this church have gathered 

together to worship and serve our Lord! 
 

So what about worship?  I recently ran across a very interesting 

article about worship, and how we can protect ourselves against 

simply ñgoing through the motionsò of worship.  I am listing the 

different elements of worship, asking each of us to consider doing 

more than ñgoing through the motionsò of each of them, thereby 

seeing that worship can and will be more than the mundane.  These 

nine elements are listed in the book titled ñGiving Church another 

Chance: Finding New Meaning in Spiritual Practices,ò written by 

Todd Hunter, and published by Intervarsity Press.   

 
 

Consider the different parts of worship that pastor Hunter lists, 

asking yourself how you can participate in each of them.  Iôve 

added some things for us to look at in each of the different parts of 

our worship service: 
 

See church and worship not as an end, but as a means to an 

end.  Worship is our opportunity to do more than simply check in 

with God.  It is in worship that we seek to meet our Lord and be 

rejuvenated for being His during the coming week as we seek to 

live out our faith and belief of God in everyday living.  
 

Give the quiet prelude another chance.  The prelude time is 

more than listening to pretty music.  Itôs the time to ask our Lord to 

help us tune out the distractions of the past week as well as the 

upcoming week.  Itôs the time to focus on God and to be ready to 

hear and respond to Him.    
 

Give singing the doxology another chance.  There is something 

to be said for the doxology.  Here we join with countless believers 

of generations gone by, singing glory to our God, recognizing who 

He is, and who we are.  Hunter adds: ñLet the doxology motivate 

you to live in a way that glorifies God . . . thanking Him for His 

greatness and reflecting His character to the world.ò    
 

Give Scripture reading another chance.  We do well to remem-

ber that this is Godôs Word to us.  This is His Word of love and 

care, of emotion and direction, telling us how much He loves us 

and what Heôs done to show that love for us.  Even when weôve 

heard a portion many times, let it speak to us as if brand new, and 

then let us seek to live out this very Word of our Lord.      
 

Give hearing sermons another chance.  This, of course, relates 

directly to both Rachel and me.  The sermon time is our opportu-

nity to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ.  It is for this time 

that much of our work week is dedicated, so that what we share is 

both meaningful and compelling; encouraging each of us to draw 

closer to our Lord and live out His teaching, to His glory and sim-

ply to our being better people.  Each week is our opportunity and 

challenge to live Christ-like lives.  

 

(continued on page 8) 
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http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/Ascension.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/beliefsteachings/f/FAQ_Gifts_HS.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/beliefsteachings/p/Sac_Baptism.htm
http://www.christianbook.com/another-chance-finding-meaning-spiritual-practices/todd-hunter/9780830837489/pd/837489?item_code=WW&p=1025023
http://www.christianbook.com/another-chance-finding-meaning-spiritual-practices/todd-hunter/9780830837489/pd/837489?item_code=WW&p=1025023
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May 2nd  Communion Sunday 

  ñRenewing Our Passion for Godò  

  Acts 4 
 

May 9th Motherôs Day 

  ñThe Heart of Hannahò 

  1 Samuel 1:9-28 
  Rachel Stramel preaching 
 

May 16th ñBeing Renewed through Prayerò 

  Psalm 119:9-16 
 

May 23rd ñRenewing Our Passion 

  for Outreach to Othersò 

  Acts 15 
 

May 30th ñRenewing Our Call 

  to Living Purposefullyò 

  Philippians 3:12-14 

 

Menôs Breakfast 
 

We invite you to join us for a 

hearty breakfast at 8:00am on 

Saturday, May 8th, at the 

church. Afterwards, we will  

carpool to the Lutherôs house to 

do some yard work.  Everyone 

is invited to help!   
 

We meet every second Sunday 

for breakfast and fellowship. 

Deadline for  

the June 

Newsletter: 
 

Monday,  

May 17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The congregation is encouraged to pick up a copy of  

monthly financial reports, and last approved session 

minutes. These are available just outside the office. 
 

Below are some of the topics discussed at the April 

meeting.  Next meeting will be at 7:00pm on May 10th. 
 

CE - Easter Sunday we had Amazing Truth Minis-

tries perform a magic show for the kids instead of 

the regular Easter egg hunt. Their act was a little of 

entertainment, a little gospel message and a lot of 

fun to watch. The kids loved the act and he even 

prayed with them at the end of the show. 

Westside church property update ï Walt Eames has 

arranged for ground preparations to begin.  A     

garden will be planted, with the majority of the food     

harvested going to St. Vincent de Paul.   

Stewardship - Jan.-Mar. contribution reports can  be 

picked up on 4/18; those remaining will be mailed. 

A welcome home BBQ will be held for Major Brian 

Stramel on April 25th! 

 
A Note From Your Treasurer 

Cindy Wassmer 
 

First quarter financial reports are available outside the 

church office. We realize this is financially a difficult 

time for many.  We ask that you look over these reports 

and prayerfully consider your tithes and gifts.  Our 

church is struggling to just to pay our operating costs, 

let alone the many missions, VBS, and events we all 

enjoy as a church family.  We will need everyoneôs 

help to get through this difficult time.  Thank you! 

 

Womenôs Bible Study & 

Prayer Group  
 

Ladies, join us at 10:00 am in the sanctuary each    

Monday throughout the spring for a time of fellowship, 

study, and prayer.  We have begun a new study looking 

at worship, as we continue to discuss and practice 

prayer and meditation from previous weeks. Discover 

the power of praising God in the midst of triumphs and 

trials!  Childcare is provided.   
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Over 50 for  

Lunch Bunch  
 

We hope you can join us on   

Tuesday, May 18th, at 12:00 noon 

for a scrumptious meal and time 

of fellowship. This fun group  

meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each 

month.  You donôt need to bring 

anything, just yourself and your appetite. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
We continue our study of Cults.  Our current 

focus is on Scientology, which will be         

followed by at look at the historical events of 

Jonestown, Waco Texas, the Manson family, 

and others. Come join us on Tuesday       

mornings, at 10:00am in room 5. 

 
Jesus LIVES!  

Adult Sunday School Class 
 

Join us as we explore six of Jesusô ñI Amò  

sayings in the Gospel According to John. 

Come learn how Jesus is ñthe bread of lifeò; 

òthe light of the worldò; ñthe good shepherdò; 

ñthe resurrection and the lifeò; ñthe way, the 

truth, and the lifeò; and ñthe true vineò. Pastor 

Steve Maling will be teaching this class in 

rooms 5 & 6 each Sunday at 9:00am through 

May 16th.   
 

Field trip!  See page 7 for information about a 

very special trip Steve has arranged for us to 

see the Greek Cathedral in Portland.   

 

Those with  

cancer:  
 

John Hunnicutt (E.Priceôs 

brother); Judy (M. Hannaôs 

sister); Barb Terry (Tinaôs 

mother-in-law);  Jonathan (Irene Neve);  Lewis family: 

Bertie King, Lloyd Emry, Neil Emry; Earl Danosky         

(E. Priceôs cousin); Don House (K. Slyôs father); Dan & 

Cindi Luther; Linda (Thorud); Bill Jenne (Rosenstengle), 

Corey Munson (Trendell), Del Auer (Farris), Laura Miller 

(Weisner),  Vicky (Clarke), Bev Bellville (Banks), Rebecca 

Jetton (K. Hanna), Bonnie Dowdy (Weisner), Gary Brandt, 

Doris Foltz, Darlene Krieck, Katie Gordon, Mike Kent 

(Gross), Carol Wynant (Price), Annie Huggett (Peck),    

LaLauna Sandage (Luther), Sheldon Stubbs, Wayne      

Kolstad, Leland Clemens, Shirley Ferland (Day), Meg 

Bishop (Repp), Zachary Briggs, Gary Farris, Ryan Farris, 

Lois Dowey, MaryLou Waymire (DeLoff), Brayden 

(Ellington), Wilma Anderson, Candy Sullivan 
 

Praise, for all of those whose cancer is 

in Remission!  
 

Those serving in armed forces:  

Victor Phipps, Alvin Guzman, Brian Holder (Hanna), 

Marvin Emry, Andrew Lusky (Lewis), Dwayne Farris, Ben 

Patterson, Freddie Lapointe, Thomas Williams, AJ Daw-

son, Martin Peck (Kitko), Houston White (Kitko), TJ 

Stubbs, Chris Boyle (Horton) 

 

 
 

   May 2:   Penny 

   May 9:   needed 

   May 16:  Josh 

   May 23:  Marchesi 

   May 30: needed 

 

If youôd like to host a coffee hour after      

Worship, please sign up on the clipboard in the 

hallway.  If you are signed up already, we 

thank you, and ask that you pick up one of the 

newly updated explanation sheets.  Thank you 

for providing us with coffee and a small snack 

during this fellowship time! 


